Organics Contamination
Reduction Workgroup



Why the OCRW?

1 Increased Ecology standards for finished
compost

yProcessing i ndustryos as
+ Relative immaturity of the industry

1 A difference in philosophy
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Treat the Symptoms or Treat
the Disease?

1 Contamination fees do not
directly change behavior

} Use resources to change
behavior upstream

v Elimination vs. control




To Treat the Disease ...

} Looked upstream at packaging
. Looked at contracts and enforcement
. Looked at education and outreach

} Looked at processing to improve
contaminant removal efficiency




OCRW Background

} Kicked off at 2015 WSRA
} Over 100 participants

1 Used facilitator to help develop mission,
goals, and objectives

v Four subcommittees

; Draft report




ORGANICS

PROCESSING
Working to identify BMPs to
mitigate contaminant issues at
commercial composting

faciliti8\

UPSTREAM SYSTEMS
Working to connect known
approaches and explore new
strategies to reduce
contamination across the supply
chain.

LIFECYCLE
of a Banana

CONTRACTUAL

POLICIES
Working to improve
contracts, monitoring, and
enforcement to help prevent
contamination at the point of

collection. EDUCATION +

OUTREACH

Working to harmonize
messaging and educate
participants on proper
organics sorting procedures.




Contracts, Operations, and
Policy Subcommittee

1 Identify and understand
potential options that
INnCrease organics recovery
and limits contaminants

1 Improve consistency with
collection systems

} Enhance BMPs at the point
of collection

1 Consistent contract
language




Recycle.
It’s not garbage anymore.

We found recyclables
in your garbage today.
Per Seattle Municipal Code 21.36.082, inspectors
will issue up to two warning notices on garbage
containers filled with more than 10% recyclables.
A fine of $50 will be levied to the account holder for

each violation thereafter.
Q First notice Q Second notice Q $50 fine

These items are prohibited from commercial
garbage containers and must be recycled:

Q Paper

Q Cardboard

Q Cans, Bottles, Jars, Cups
A =

]

Q Yard Waste

—

Information on Seattle’s recycling requirements:
www.seattle.gov/util
206-684-3000
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