


}Increased Ecology standards for finished 
compost

}Processing industryõs ask for help

}Relative immaturity of the industry

}A difference in philosophy
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}Contamination fees do not 
directly change behavior

}Use resources to change 
behavior upstream

}Elimination vs. control



}Looked upstream at packaging

}Looked at contracts and enforcement

}Looked at education and outreach 

}Looked at processing to improve 
contaminant removal efficiency



}Kicked off at 2015 WSRA

}Over 100 participants

}Used facilitator to help develop mission, 
goals, and objectives

}Four subcommittees

}Draft report



ORGANICS 

PROCESSING
Working to identify BMPs to 

mitigate contaminant issues at 

commercial composting 

facilities.

CONTRACTUAL 

POLICIES
Working to improve 

contracts, monitoring, and 

enforcement to help prevent 

contamination at the point of 

collection.
EDUCATION + 

OUTREACH
Working to harmonize 

messaging and educate 

participants on proper 

organics sorting procedures.

UPSTREAM SYSTEMS
Working to connect known 

approaches and explore new 

strategies to reduce 

contamination across the supply 

chain.



}Identify and understand 
potential options that 
increase organics recovery 
and limits contaminants

}Improve consistency with 
collection systems

}Enhance BMPs at the point 
of collection

}Consistent contract 
language




